BEAUTY   AND    UTILITY
PERFECTION:   CHAMPION   COCONUT   TREES
In the coconut palm nature has produced a plant that satisfies almost every need of the peoples in
whose regions it grows.    It yields them timber, thatch for their houses, fibre for textile purposes,
shells for utensils, food and'drink.    It furnishes more civilized peoples with materials to be put
to innumerable uses, and is now cultivated by the million On scientific lines
them on tennis grounds and golf courses, while dancing in the evening is as popular one degree from the Equator as in the temperate climates of the West.
Christmas Island in the eastern part of the Indian Ocean and the Cocos or Keeling group, about 500 miles to the
south-west of it, were annexed to the Straits Settlements in 1900 and 1903 respectively. In 1888 Christmas Island was uninhabited, but to-day it contains about 1,400 people, mainly Chinese, engaged in working valuable deposits of phosphate. About 1826 a party of
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